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Biblically and scientifically informed answers to pressing questions about the creation-evolution
debateThis accessible volume evenly addresses the issues of modern science and the
scriptural texts. The conservative evangelical authors are well-informed on contemporary
scientific views of the universe and also carefully exegete the biblical texts that pertain to
creation. They irenically consider the various angles of the debate and make constructive
suggestions to reconcile science and the Bible.Those who are curious about the origins of life
and the universe will want to read this book. Seminary students and serious college students will
find this information critical, as an understanding of creation is vital to an effective apologetic in
sharing the faith.

About the AuthorKenneth D. Keathley (PhD, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary) is
professor of theology and director of the L. Russ Bush Center for Faith and Culture at
Southeastern Bapitst Theological Seminary. He was previously professor of theology at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Keathley is also the author of Salvation and Soverignty: A
Molinist Approach.Mark F. Rooker (PhD, Brandeis University) is professor of Old Testament and
Hebrew at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has previously taught at Moscow
Theological Seminary, Criswell College, and Dallas Theological Seminary. Rooker is author of
several books on Old Testament and Hebrew language topics. --This text refers to the
paperback edition.
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“Mark Rooker and Ken Keathley have produced an incredibly useful resource for seminary
students and lay people, alike. Science-faith discussions can be quite complex and confusing for
the uninitiated. Rooker and Keathley bring much needed clarity to the conversation. 40
Questions about Creation and Evolution provides the reader with an excellent introduction to the
key issues in the science-faith dialogue and helps the reader appreciate the varying
perspectives held by Christians. The question and answer format allows the reader to engage
the topic in manageable, “bit-sized chunks.” I whole-heartedly recommend 40 Questions about
Creation and Evolution. In fact, I plan to keep a copy on my bookshelf.”—Fazale (Fuz) R.
RanaVice President of Research and Apologetics, Reasons To Believe“No one interested in
exploring this issue can ignore this book. It is superb in it’ breadth and the depth explored in
each question is surprising substantial. This work will serve a valuable purpose for many years
to come. My two colleagues have rendered an extremely valuable service to the Body of
Christ!”—Daniel L. AkinPresident, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary “Rooker and
Keathley have produced a book that is accessible and brief enough for use in Bible and doctrinal
studies in the local church, but dense and comprehensive enough to serve as a textbook in a
seminary classroom. It will surely become an invaluable resource on the doctrine of creation and
related topics for seminarians, pastors, and scholars alike, and deserves a spot on the office
bookshelves of each.”—John D. LaingAssociate Professor of Systematic Theology & Philosophy,
J. Dalton Havard School for Theological Studies, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary“40
Questions about Creation and Evolution is the best one-stop introduction to questions about
creation and evolution. Ken Keathley is an accomplished theologian and Mark Rooker is an
accomplished Old Testament scholar, and together they have produced a fine book.”—Bruce
Riley AshfordProvost and Associate Professor of Theology & Culture, Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary“The Bible is God’s book–true and trustworthy–from Genesis to
Revelation. Though many question the historicity of Genesis and the creation account, God’s
story from the earliest verses of Scripture is without error. But an accurate creation account
matters more than to fulfill man’s curiosities about human origins. It is germane to the full
narrative of Scripture and essential to the gospel message itself. In 40 Questions About Creation
and Evolution, Mark F. Rooker and Kenneth D. Keathley helpfully set forth key issues pertaining
to creationism, the Genesis account, and how these issues intersect throughout God’s written
revelation of himself. I am grateful to God for this fine work by Rooker and Keathley, and I wish I
could place a copy of it in the hand of every church member.”—Dr. Jason AllenPresident,
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary & College“40 Questions About Creation and Evolution
is the most helpful reference volume available for the student attempting to distill the essence of
the debate into critical questions and cogent answers. While I do not agree with all the
conclusions, I recognize commendable fairness and succinct and thorough coverage of the
subject on the part of two of my favorite authors. I guarantee the reader of this book a fabulous



experience.”—Paige PattersonPresident, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary“As a
pastor, I am always scouting for books for our people—especially on difficult and controversial
subjects. The relationship between the doctrine of creation and the science of evolution is one of
those subjects. So, in this case, I need a book I can be comfortable handing to a PhD in
microbiology, a homeschool mom, and my own 17-year-old son. This is that book. It is scholarly,
compelling, and accessible. The thing I appreciate most is that its authors trust the Word of God
more than a particular doctrinal expression. Christian scholarship should always be open to the
most accurate and refined expressions of truth.”—Pete SchemmPastor, Cave Spring Baptist
Church, Roanoke, VA“We discover in the book, 40 Questions About Creation and Evolution, a
well-researched doctrinal treatise engaging a topic of on-going interest and critical importance:
the origins of our world. Ken Keathley and Mark Rooker offer us an in-depth, Christian
exploration of the most pertinent matters on this much discussed yet often misunderstood
doctrine. Given that the authors disclose their personal perspectives early in the book, Keathley
and Rooker still represent all the major sides of this issue fairly and accurately. Each position is
examined regarding its faithfulness to the teachings of Scripture and how each interprets the
evidences of science. The presentation and structure of the book is itself a model for proper
theological method: sound biblical exegesis that is historically informed, development of
coherent doctrinal beliefs, and relevant, apologetic engagement. Keathley and Rooker have
interjected into the contemporary debate a significant work that must surely be considered by all
who desire to participate seriously in the discussion of Christian perspectives on this doctrine.
These two authors have provided the evangelical world, if not all of Christendom, a convictional
and charitable treatment on creation and evolution that for years to come will most certainly be a
classical text on this central tenet of the Christian faith.”—R. Stanton NormanProvost and
Executive Vice President for Campus Life, Professor of Theology, Oklahoma Baptist
University“Mark Rooker and Ken Keathley are nationally known scholars who bring together
their respective areas of expertise (Old Testament and Theology) to provide cogent evangelical
Christian responses to the most interesting questions about creation and evolution. Pastors, well-
informed laypersons, and college and seminary students will find this book immensely helpful in
framing the key issues on this crucial topic.”—Steve LemkeProvost and Professor of Philosophy
and Ethics, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary“The Bible ends where it begins—with
the making of a people to share God’s life and show his glory. It starts in Genesis with the
creation of heaven and earth, and the creation of mankind into God’s image. It concludes in
Revelation with the re-creation of a new heaven and a new earth, and with the re-creation of
people into their originally intended purpose—the image of Jesus Christ. This canonical inclusio
makes a right understanding of creation absolutely indispensable for grasping God’s cosmic
agenda of redemption. Rooker and Keathley have provided an invaluable resource to that end.
40 Questions about Creation and Evolution is a biblical theology of this critical topic, as well as a
balanced and fair treatment of a hotly debated cultural issue. Read it straight through to gain a
thorough knowledge of the key issues relevant to the discussion. Then refer to often as an



encyclopedia on the subject. In both pursuits let its content inspire you to engage the goal of
creation—the worship of Jesus Christ!”—Jim ShaddixProfessor of Preaching, Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary“Having a solid understanding of creation has become a
battleground within evangelicalism. Ken Keathley and Mark Rooker affirm different positions
(young earth and old earth); yet they model a respectful, irenic spirit as they discuss biblical,
historic, theological, and worldview questions. Keathley and Rooker communicate clearly and
passionately with impeccable scholarship. In my opinion, the questions on evolution (32-38)
serve as the highlight of the book. Regardless of your personal perspective on the issue, 40
Questions on Creation and Evolution will help you evaluate the issues.”—Mark RathelProfessor
of Theology, Baptist College of Florida“An incredibly timely book that gets right at the heart of the
debates for faith. Answering the question of “where we came from” has the potential to be the
Achilles’ heel for both Christians and agnostics alike. Anyone concerned to contend for the faith
in our generation must be read up on this question, and Ken Keathley and Mark Rooker do an
incredible job sorting through the arguments with clarity, fairness, and biblical faithfulness. This
will be a real help to believers wanting to make compelling arguments in the public square.”—
J.D. GreearPastor, The Summit Church, Raleigh-Durham, NC“This well-crafted, carefully-
researched, and thoughtfully-written volume represents serious wrestling with the issues
involved in the creation and evolution debate. Bringing insights from the fields of theology,
biblical studies, philosophy, and science, Kenneth Keathley and Mark Rooker have provided a
valuable service to church leaders and students who wish to better understand the ongoing
challenges in this intricate conversation. The interaction represented in the authors’ responses
to the “40 Questions” offers a healthy model for how Christians can engage the academy and
the culture with civility, while simultaneously seeking to serve the church with faithfulness.”David
S. DockeryPresident, Trinity International University“Kenneth Keathley and Mark Rooker have
written one of those books that belongs on every Christian’s bookshelf. It treats a very
controversial topic in a very fair, irenic yet bold fashion that gives light and not heat in every
chapter. The chapter dealing with belief in theistic evolution is a case in point. After reading this
chapter, one comes away with a clear understanding of the various shades and nuances of this
perspective and its inherent strengths and weaknesses. Scientists, theologians, pastors, and lay
people would all be wise to get this book, read it, and keep it for future reference.”—James
MerrittPastor, Cross Pointe Church, Duluth, GA“Ken Keathley and Mark Rooker provide a map
through the tangled ‘creation and evolution’ forest. More than that, they offer the reader skills to
read the map intelligently. You will not encounter partisan rancor in this volume, which is one of
its great strengths. You will discover solid, reflective, Christian thought on crucial questions
related to this contentious topic. This is a helpful and needed resource for the church and the
classroom.”—Heath A. ThomasDirector of Ph.D. Studies and Associate Professor of Old
Testament & Hebrew, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary“Kenneth Keathley and Mark
Rooker have given careful attention to the issues surrounding man and his origins. This book
deals with the biblical witness, the scientific questions, and the apologetic application. Christians



disagree on many points regarding these issues, but this book is a valuable tool regardless of
where one comes down on the age of the earth or the finer questions of the relationship
between science and exegesis.”—Russell D. MoorePresident, Southern Baptist Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission“There are many fine features in this valuable contribution to the
ongoing debate on this profoundly important topic. First is the breadth of views presented. They
give calm and judicious consideration of views that often produce attacks that give off more heat
than light. They acknowledge that all views have some difficulties and themselves model that on
some questions, different interpretations may be viable for evangelicals. At the same time, they
recognize and identify essential elements in any evangelical view of creation. A second notable
feature is the breadth of topics. A host of biblical, theological, scientific, and philosophical topics
related to creation and evolution are addressed. The flood, the image of God in humans, the fall,
and Darwinism as an ideology are just some of the forty questions the authors include in their
study. Another aspect that deserves mention is the 40 questions format. While reading the entire
book is valuable, readers may easily locate the topics of most pressing interest to them in the
table of contents. I congratulate my colleagues on this fine piece of work.”—John S.
HammettJohn L. Dagg Senior Professor of Systematic Theology and Associate Dean for
Theological Studies, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
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Dedicated to Ava Dell Rooker,my second granddaughter,whose very life has caused me to
reflecton the beauty and wonder of God’s creation.—Mark F. RookerFor my grandchildren—
Elliott,Grant, and those yet to come.I pray that you will grow upconfident that the God who
createdthe heavens and the earth has revealedhimself and redeemed us throughhis Son, Jesus
Christ.—Kenneth K. Keathley
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Ebook Library Reader, “Well-researched, covers all relevant aspects of the discussion. This is
the second "40 Questions" book I've read. I like the series and plan to read another soon.As a
young-earth creationist, but one who has wrestled with aspects of the position, I was challenged
by this book. I'm not persuaded to abandon my position, but I will surely think through some
issues.Regarding the age of the earth, the authors deal with arguments from original sources
like Answers in Genesis and the Institute for Creation Research. Hugh Ross and Reasons to
Believe are frequently used to counter young-earth arguments (by the way, Fazale Rana blurbs
the book). Other positions are also discussed like Theistic Evolution and Intelligent Design.
Hermeneutical issues regarding the early chapters of Genesis are also explored in-depth.The
last section of the book is called "Questions about Evolution and Intelligent Design." I came
away from this section thinking that there is "observable" (see what I did there?) momentum
away from Darwinism in society. My favorite question asked and answered was "Why Are Some
Evolutionists Opposed to Darwinism?" Some of the strongest arguments against Darwinism are
coming from non-Christians. This section was edifying and hopeful.One final note - a plea, really
- to Christian authors and Christian publishers: Aim your arrows at Darwinism. I get that old-earth
and young-earth creationists need to have their in-house discussions, but I am sick and tired of
brothers in Christ lobbing nasty accusations at each other and writing books that make it seem
like another creationist is their enemy. The Church's witness is hurt by that. Please make your
goal confronting Godless worldviews so that the lost may be found.”

Paul R. Bruggink, “Well-balanced discussion of the issues. The 40 questions are about the
doctrine of creation, Genesis 1-2, the days of creation, the age of the earth, the Fall and the
flood, and evolution and intelligent design. For each of them, the authors present the case for
and against each position, followed by a conclusion.Regarding the days of creation, they devote
a chapter each to the pros and cons of the Gap Theory, the Day-Age Theory, the Framework
Theory, the Temple Inauguration Theory, John Sailhamer’s Historical Creation Theory, and the
Twenty-Four Hour Theory. They then conclude by proposing a mediating position, suggesting
that the word “day” not be understood in its normal way, that the six days of creation are not the
same as human days, an approach that others have called the Analogical Day Theory.In their
discussion of the age of the earth, they pretty much refute all of the Young Earth Creationist lines
of evidence and have good brief discussions of the numerous scientific evidences that the earth
is old.Their chapter on the geological evidence of the extent of Noah’s flood is a particularly
good read. The two sides are represented by Davis Young and Ralph Stearley’s book “The Bible,
Rocks and Time” (local flood) and Andrew Snelling’s “ “Earth’s Catastrophic Past” (global flood).
They suggest that reading these two books side by side “is a surreal experience . . . that can give
a person cognitive whiplash.” (p. 295)In their discussion of Darwinism, they pretty much fail to
distinguish between scientific Darwinism, Darwinism as a belief system, and biological



evolution, but their discussion of five current objections to Darwinism is very well done.Despite
its occasional shortcomings, I thought that the book was a surprisingly well-balanced discussion
of the issues, considering that both authors are professors at Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary.Regardless of whether one agrees with the authors’ viewpoints (old earth and local
flood likely, historical Adam and Fall necessary, Darwinian evolution is an incomplete
explanation), this book is worth reading for the wide scope of issues and views summarized and
referenced.”

tmwtpbrent14, “Honest and Even-handed. The authors have written an very even-handed and
honest approach to the debate regarding Creation and evolution. Sometimes books on this
subject have a very obvious bias as well as a sarcastic tone toward opposing views, but this one
does not. The authors are to be commended for scientifically approaching the subject and
letting the facts speak for themselves.Most of the book deals with the Genesis account of
Creation as well as Noah's Flood, but there is a substantial amount of scientific discussion as
well.The most notable aspect to me is the death of Darwinism. Read the book to understand
that further.I highly recommend this book.”

Candace Williams, “Informative. Based on biblical facts that help you understand creation and
evolution from sound doctrine.”

KarmicInflunce, “Perfect. SEU book”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. I needed this book for school. Worth the read!”

Eric Liller, “Shipped prompt and shipped what was to ship.. Excellent delivery service. The book
is fantastic. Answered many questions thoroughly.”

Steve, “Best book on comparitive views. Clear, concise, balanced, well-researched, informative,
dispassionate, thorough.”

The book by Kenneth Keathley has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 57 people have provided feedback.
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